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stormed, and France thrust into a position of twilling isolation. Thiers who had been made Minister, expected that Mehemet would be able to retain his conquests, and for a time it looked as though France would interfere to protect him. Ultimately, in spite of some ostentatious preparations in France, peaceful counsels prevailed, and Thiers found it advisable to retire in favour of Guizot. <
In Holland, William I. (then sixty-seven) abdicated in favour of his son, the Prince of Orange (William II.). The need of a younger and firmer ruler was the reason officially stated m the Royal Proclamation The real reasons were probably the King s attachment to the Roman Catholic Countess d'Oultremont wnoxn he now privately married, and the humiliation he felt_at the unfavourable termination of the Belgian dispute.